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The story of the first flower in Taif

The famous tourist guide, Mr. Khalid Al-Sherbi, said: “The history of agriculture in Taif is a very ancient
history dating back to pre-Islamic times, more than 2,000 years ago. Taif was surrounded by a fence. It is
known that agriculture is not complete except with three main pillars: water availability, soil fertility and
temperament. All these factors are available in Taif, where average temperatures reach 23 degrees in summer,
13 Celsius. The climate is very perfect, and water has been found in Taif past more than 90 wells in addition
to the wells and valleys and more than 13 dams, in addition to soil fertility, this is what made the Taif thriving
agricultural since ancient era until now . -
If we want to move and take the profile of one of the symbols of agricultural economy in Taif, we will talk
about Tafi roses, where the history of Tafi roses to more than 400 years, it may appear somewhat strange story,
where some accounts that the Ottomans (Turks) during the rule of the Hijaz were willing (Roses), which is
known as ( AlJuri AlDemashqi), they brought to their places of government and their presence, began plant-
ing and the roses they planted in Taif of the finest types of roses in the form of Smell, eye-catching that roses.
The people of this country grew to know the plant and planted it in different places in Taif. The most promi-
nent of these places was Al-Hada, which is located at an altitude of 2,000 meters above sea level because of
natural ground irrigation and the presence of dew, it has been characterized by some families in the subject of
roses, plant and industry extends to more than 200 years in this area .
The stages of Taifi roses go through the first stages of the party season at the end of December and the be-
ginning of January each year, where farmers begin pruning, and may benefit from some of the branches that
planted planting new seedlings, and comes watering until the season comes light roses, which is known as :
(Buds ) Between mid-March to the end of April, where this period extends from 50 to 45 days, it is notice-
able that the time to light roses in Taif from place to place, the warm place where the harvest of roses at the
beginning of the season while picking in the cold places in the end of the season .
It is known that the balance of roses is limited to a thousand roses, where the price of 50 to 60 riyals, and in
one year to 120 riyals and amounted to 200 riyals, where demand was much and the supply is little compared

to it, as a result of the cold that year, which caused In a large number of crops damaged . ‘
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Taif's Rose . .

Generation after generation




with agriculture in light of changes Climat-
ic conditions, linking this calendar to Umm
al-Qura He came to see people in their own
atmosphere and farming during the whole
year.

It is one of the most important and famous
agricultural calendars in the Kingdom, which
deals with the dates of agriculture, weather
and astronomical astrology. It was founded :
by Obaidan ibn Atiyyah bin Magal Al-Thaga- :
fi , may Allah have mercy on him, who was .
born in the village of Al-Mujaridah in 1328 H,
He studied astronomy and the names of the
stars from his father, may Allah have mercy
on him, until he mastered this science and
oversaw the astronomical observatory in the
village of AlMajaridah Bakhif, which is con-
sidered one of the oldest astronomical astro-
nomical observatories. It has been known for :
more than 500 years and has been praised by
a number of astronomers and specialists, Ag-
ricultural, and Professor Abdulmalik bin Eida
Al-Thagafi, may God have mercy on him, and
Professor Ahmed bin Dakhil Al-Thagafi and
issued it in writing 28 years ago, the commit-
tee supervising the documentation and de-
velopment of this calendar has printed more
than 13 thousand copies for the last year
§ 1438/1439.




in repayment, and if it is irregular on time,
this ratio falls, with no interest on agricultural
gloan&

Calendar of Ibn Omirah

We cannot overlook the great role played by
agricultural calendars for the cultivation and
farmers of Taif, the most important of which
are:

(The calendar of Ibn Omairah) and back to his
son born in the eleventh century AH in the
valley of Zuibat, who learned astronomy with
passion and desire. It was his observations
and insight insightful that made him put the
rules of this science, which has been called by |/
his name to date (the calculation of the son
of Amira Zoubi) The observatory is located on
a mountain overlooking the village of Al-Sab- .'
kha in Bani Saad, 78 km south of Taif. It is a
three-storey fortress built of stone, 13 meters
high and 10 meters wide, with only one win-
dow and one door.

This account was known in Taif more than 400
years ago - according to some accounts - and
continued until 1408H where Professor Ab-
dul Malik bin Mohammed bin Amira collected
all aspects of this astronomical account and
subject to the scientific experience and for a
period of five years, what agrees with the sci-
entific reality proved and unless he issued a
book on this account and before him designed
a calendar issued annually since 1408H under
the name of (Agrarian and climatic calendar). |

: That calendar deals with several aspects of the

most important agricultural activity in terms e

of time of agriculture, irrigation, how to deal




provided that it is not less than two dunams.
The lack of legal instruments for 90 percent
of the Tafi rose farms in various parts of Taif
has deprived them from the possibility of
obtaining loans from the Agricultural Bank,
which was one of the problems facing the
farms in general, Taif province in particular.
The cultivars of Tafi roses in the A portfolio
and the farms in general are unable to obtain
loans from the Agricultural Bank as a result
of the absence of Sukuk. Most of the rose
farms in Taif are 80-90 per cent owned by
pretexts. It is located in the north and south
of Taif, with high salinity because it is on the
slope, or as rare as in the western part of the
governorate, causing damage to the com-
munal rose farms in particular, and to all the
farms in general of the rose farmers in the
use of tanks in irrigation.

The proposed solutions, which were sub-

mitted a few months ago to the Minister of

: e

Agriculture, received good reactions. These
solutions included the granting of a water
tank, desalination plant, or the delivery of
water from one of the main clean water lines
to each farm for agriculture in the north, To
the farms near these lines. In addition to in-
cluding those proposals that were raised to
the higher authorities, Taif excluded from
Articles 85 and 86, of the arguments of
those farms, so that the extraction of le-
gal instruments to them as quickly as Jizan,
which was suffering from the same problem.
According to a specific study, the length of
receipt of the agricultural loan depends on
the speed of the termination of the transac-
tion and the provision of the farmers with

the required documents.

Agricultural loan decisions include a loan
subsidy of 20 per cent, deducted from the

installment value if the borrower is regular




ARy
S
their farms.
The Ministry of Environment, Water and
Agriculture will continue its efforts to pre-
serve the environment and rehabilitate the
vegetation cover by setting up an afforesta-
tion campaign, which aims to grow 4 million
trees in the Kingdom by 2020 for the sus-
tainable development of forests and range-
lands, and the signing of a memorandum of
understanding and cooperation between
the Ministry of Environment, Water and Ag-
riculture and the Ministry of Transport to
support the afforestation initiative for the
development of vegetation cover. The Mak-
kah area was allocated to this initiative by
planting 450 thousand trees, allocated to
the province of Taif 20 thousand seedlings
as a first stage to be grown in a number of
locations.
In view of the trend towards the use of ag-
riculture with low water consumption, in-
cluding hydroponics and encouraging farm-
ers to use this technology, as some farmers
in the province began to use as there are
three farms are using this technology will be
expanded, according to the Directorate of

Agriculture Taif.

Agricultural loans

Agricultural loans are expected to contrib-
ute to the overall recovery of agriculture
in Taif Governorate, especially in the area
of water availability, which was among the
complaints complained to by farmers in the
Governorate, considering its importance in
increasing production and survival of plants.
These loans will have a wonderful future im-
pact on agriculture in the province, and will
improve the conditions of many agriculture,
and some will start to renew their farm. Ac-
cording to the value of the loan the volume
of agricultural investment will increase. All
Taif farms need loans, especially as there are
agricultural crops close to extinction from
Taif such as safflower, apricot, and spinach,
as well as many other agricultural problems
in the governorate due to water, poor rain-
fall, low employment, and low resources. All
this comes in the presence of the majority
of Taif farms in small areas, and farmers,
espe cially specialists in the cultivation of
Taief roses, will increase the cultivation of
this product, better, wider and sustainable,
which will meet the needs of consumers and
possibly export. The range of farms will ex-
pand, in addition to the positive impact in
attracting tourists, visitors to the province.
Per mitting agricultural borrowing for rose
plantations and other farms in Taif, which
does not bear legal and documented docu-
ments, under a borrowing limit of no more

than 200,000 riyals, will be paid in 10 years,



mond tree from extinction, where over the
past three years, more than 60,000 seed-
lings have been planted and distributed in
the country’s cultivated areas. This year,
more than 40,000 seedlings of the original
fal c iparum seedlings have been planted.

This year | have moved the cultivation of al-

monds to the region of Tabuk and Hail where

IuId like to intensify t ef'fots in the
cultivation of the tree and spread in the re-
gions of the Kingdom, in which it is cultivat-
ed and to achieve the vision of the Kingdom
2030 in self-sufficiency and global export of
almonds, and to enter the FAO agricultural
sector among the exporters of almonds at
the global level”, added Mr. Abdul Hakim
Al- Malki.

The Role of the Ministry of Agriculture

The Directorate of Agriculture in Taif pro-
vid ed services to farmers, including: field
trips to agricultural extension workers to ac-
guaint farmers with the proper methods in
agriculture and timing, tree trimming and all
agricultural operations during the season of
fertilization, as well as awareness of the im-

portance of using modern irrigation meth-

ods Whh hve a pitive effect on water
saving and labor reduction, control Pests and
diseases affecting agricultural crops, identifi-
cation of appropriate times of control, distri-
bution of fruit seedlings annually to farmers
and identification of their needs, estimation
of farmers’ needs for agricultural employ-
ment, And the holding of seminars, lectures
and workshops aimed at raising awareness

of farmers and improving the production of




terested in Bagli almonds, Mr.Abdul Hakim
Al-Malki, owner of AlBagli Almonds Gal-
: lery and the author of “Almond Tree”, who
told us about AlBagli Almonds. The Almond
tree is one of the fruit trees, in which the
farmer in Bani Malik take care. The almond
tree lives in cold areas and affected by fog
and humidity. Almonds are divided into two
types: sweet almonds and bitter almonds.
The sweet almonds are divided into two
types: solid almonds that need a solid tool
to break the shell and extract the pulp from
: it, and rubbing almond, which is rubbed by
hand. Historically, the tree is very old, form-
ing part of the Phoenician, Assyrian and Bab-
ylonian civilization.

The inhabitants of Bani Malik, long time ago,
depends in their livelihood on grazing, agri-
. culture and beekeeping. The almond tree is
one of the fruit trees that are cultivated by
the farmers in Bani Malik along with grapes,
: pomegranates, figs, plums and other trees.
The bald almonds formed part of the civiliza-
tion and history of Bani Malik, it was known
and still produces the almonds. The almonds
were exported to Taif, Makkah and Madinah,
and generally to the Hijaz regions as well as
outside the Arabianisland. Traders were wait-
: ing for caravans loaded with almonds from
Bejila and prefer to buy almonds for their
quality, Its flavor, quality and taste over the
other almond crops. It was taken the advan-
tage of its cash value in purchasing the nec-
essary commodities during the year. Farmers

like to plant almond due to less dependent

on water, it can resist thirst and storage for
many years, while many populations depend
on offering the almonds to the guest and to
break it and extract the pulp in front of them
as an expression of hospitality. The baglei
almonds gained the fame in relation to the
region of Bijelah in Bani Malik, where the
almonds in this region excel in taste and fla-
vor to the rest of the local and external pro-
duction. This generous tree gives its good,
beloved and valued fruit and flowers where
the watcher can enjoy its attractive color, de-
licious taste and conical shape until February
and March of each year, and then can be eat-
en after drying and cracking the outer crusts,
as it informs the farmer that it become ready
for crop and be used in different ways and
areas. The almond tree begins to produce its
crop at the end of June and the beginning of
July, where the farmers collect the crop and
sunbathe, eat, sell or store it. The almond
tree has become On its way to extinction,
due to the scarcity of rainfall, the large num-
ber of imported, the spread of fungal, insect
diseases of the bald almond tree and the ab-
sence of serious awareness of agriculture to
preserve the almond tree.

“l have re-cultivated and conserved the al-



water needs but are affected by absolute
drought. The provision of adequate mois-
ture around the plant helps to grow it nat-
urally, and proper ventilation should be pro-
vided around the roots and the water should

not stagnate to protect it from suffocation.

The amount of production depends on the
service, the weather conditions, the variety,
the age of the plant, the size of the fruit, the
balance between the vegetative growth,
the fruit, the number of fruit plates and the
exchange of the load. Generally, the plant
begins to bear fruit after the third year. The
fruits arise before that period must be re-
moved in order to produce rudest structure
of the plant. The quantity of production may
reach up to 3 to 5 tons. In Taif there are two
types of barchoumi these are: (Shami): a
strain spread in most areas and the fruit is
yellow, yellowish white or white, the size is
medium and fit for fresh consumption, the
second type: (Totti), the fruit is red, the fruits
of that type has a high sweetness and medi- |
um size, It is suitable for fresh consumption.
The area does not depend on a particular |
irrigation system, but it is left to rain. Pro-
duction is estimated at about 24,000 tons.
It noted that the wastes reach three time of

production amount .

(AlBagli Almonds)

We moved to the south of Taif Governorate

to meet one of the most famous people in-




treat high blood pressure, and are rich in cal-
cium, phosphorus and vitamin C. Its ingredi-
ents can be used as seeds are used to obtain
high-quality oil, the wastes of squeeze are
used in the production of types of foods to
feed animals. The seeds contain 16.6% fat,
4.9% fiber and contain sodium, potassium,
calcium, manganese, phosphorus, iron, zinc

and copper.

Fruit crust are also used in some important
industries, such as sugars, where they con-
tain a sugar content of up to 10%. It can also
be used in the production of alcohol, glyc-
erin and vinegar. The crust accounts for 40-
45% of the weight of the fruit. For the leaves
it used to produce some of cosmetics and as
a food for the human being, where it may
be consumed as fresh vegetables or cooked.
The panels are used to feed camels and
sheep, thus it contribute to the solution
of the problem of animal feed, where
the panels consist of four elements:
protein, fat, carbohydrates and fiber.
The fruit of barchoumi contains yellow,

white, yellowish, green, yellowish, or red-

dish cor. The part of the fruit that is eaten

is the coagulated umbilical cord with the

seed. The fruit follows in its growth a double
growth curve where the fruits grow after fer-
tilization and continue to grow rapidly with
the increase in Weight, height and diameter
up to the age of 64 days, then the rate of
growth decreases severely for a period of
one to ten days and then return to the rap-
id increase in size and weight again until the
maturity of the fruit, which takes about 11

- 12 weeks of vaccination.

The trees begin to flower and fruition from
the third year after planting and contin-
ue to fruition for a long period of up to 20
years. Barchoumi is breeding either sexu-
ally by seed or vegetable by plate, which is
common and made by the plates. The best
date for vegetative propagation is March
and September where the environmental
conditions suitable to encourage the forma-
tion of roots on the panels, unlike the winter
period, where the temperature decreases
and becomes unsuitable for root formation.

Barchoumi plants are desert plants with few



80 thousand
grape trees, 150
thousand pome-

granate seedlings,

are sold from 250 to 500 riyals, where the :
production

others are ranging from 40 to 100 riyals.

(Pomegranate in Taif) spoke to Taif Magazine. He has already con-

The province of Taif has more than 620 ducted a study on more than 180 plants in

he field of icinal ic pl i
pomegranate farms, with about 150,000 the field of medicinal and aromatic plants in

. . Al-Taif province, where he says: Cultivation
seedlings. Pomegranates seeds are a rich

. . . of spiny figs or what is known locally (Bar-
source of antioxidants, resistant to various

. . choumi) among the crops with big economic
heart diseases, osteoporosis cancer, help

. R . income and low cost of production. In addi-
protect the skin and rich in iron. Prices of P

. , tion to the dry and semi-arid environment, it
Taif pomegranate carton are about 1000 ri- Y

. can also grow in poor soil conditions, which
yals. The markets for vegetables and fruits of- g P

. . . is unsuitable for other types of fruit, so it can
ten witness unrivaled demand from visitors

. . be cultivated in sandy soil with limited water
and tourists, to buy pomegranate of Taif that

. . resources.
characterizes the province.

There are many of products of Bar-

Barshoumi (Prickly pear) choumi(Prickly pear), which are freshly

Mr.Abdullah Al-Nemri, chairman of the As- consumed or processed as juice or jam, are

sociation of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, soft and digestible. They contain many fi-

bers that help maintain blood sugar stability,

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:
DIEPA Ly - (A) 2ol U‘L,/*,:,140................................................................................................“



20 - 22 degrees and the average tempera-
ture in the summer of 11 — 39, and in the
: winter from 3 - 30 degrees Celsius. It is one
of the largest governorates in the Kingdom
in terms of area It characterizes by diversi-
ty of terrain and climate, soil fertility, water
sweetness and abundance of valleys, which
led to the availability of a large number of
agricultural crops. The following pages will
review number of the most famous agricul-

: tural products in Taif

(Grapes of Taif)

There are more than 80,000 grape trees in
different parts of Taif province to tell the sto-
ry of an area that was famous for more than
a thousand years of grape cultivation thanks
of a special place in the life of the Taif peo-
: ple, who were cultivated and cared about.
Some statistics issued by the Directorate of
Agriculture in Taif that there are more than
two hundred grape farms, include 80 thou-
sand tree.

The Ministry of Agriculture works to support
farmers to develop their cultivation through
the distribution of seedlings to them each
year, which contributes to increase the num-
ber of farms, and raise awareness of the tim-
ing of agriculture, pruning, ways to control
diseases and pests to obtain a good product,
in addition to Holding a number of work-
shops, seminars and lectures for farmers to
familiarize them with the importance of us-
ing modern methods in agriculture, because

. of their importance in providing water. The

Directorate of Agriculture in Taif has estab-
lished a field in a vineyard where drip irriga-
tion has been used to introduce farmers to
this method of irrigation under the scarcity

of water.

The grape farms spread in several areas in
Taif, includes the Bani Saad area, which is fa-
mous for the quality of production and yield
in the south of Taif, where grape cultivation
flourished in the Bani Saad farms seven de-
cades ago thanks of the attention of the
people. The same thing is in the villages of
the towns of Thumala, Bani Salem and Wadi
Leyyah, Qaiem and Alarj in the east of Taif
and Wadi Muharram. Taif grape also is now
the focus of local attention and local compe-
tition, its fame crosses the border, become
the demand of guests of the Taif from the
Gulf States and Arab countries and receive

the attention of foreigners working in Taif.

The farms are providing more than 1000
tons of the finest types of grapes, where the
average production of one farm of grapes
about 500 cartons, some farms may pro-
duce about 1000 cartons according to the
farm area. Many citizens are keen to pro-
vide grapes at their social occasions, as well
as gifts. One of those interested in growing
grapes said that the production starts from
July and lasts for 3 months; it marketed in
the governorate, the regions of the Kingdom
and the Gulf countries. Prices vary according

to the type of grapes. The premium grapes



it Bank was established to provide farmers

with loans with several years of interest-free
to encourage farmers to purchase modern de-
vices and equipment for their farms and use
the latest methods in agriculture and animal
production.

The ministry also distributed fallow land to
farmers, for free, to be reclaimed and culti-
vated according to their needs, and according
to areas that are usually outside the cities and

can be cultivated.

After the transfer of Prince Sultan, may Allah
have mercy on him, from the Ministry of Ag-
riculture to the Ministry of Defense and Avi-
ation, Professor Abdul Aziz Al-Sudairy has
appointed as a Minister of Agriculture, then
Professor Khalid Al-Sedairy came, and then
Mr. Abdullah Al-Dabbagh, and then Mr. Ab-
dulrahman bin Suleiman Al-Sheikh, and then
Professor Ibrahim Suweil, Dr. Abdulrahman
bin Abdul Aziz Al-Sheikh, Dr. Abdulaziz
Al-Khuwaiter, Dr. Abdullah Bin Muammar,
Dr. Fahd Bin Abdulrahman

Al-Ghanim, Eng. Walid Al-Khuraiji, and
currently HH Eng. Abdulrahman
Al-Fadhli, who appointed as a Minister of
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Agricultural as of 2015. He amended its
name by royal decree in May 2016, and in-
cluded the environment and water activity to
become The Minister of Environment, Water

and Agriculture.

Taif Agriculture

The province of Taif is one of the most
unique governorates in which some agricul-
tural crops are available. It is famous local-
ly and internationally for its taste, odor or
nutritional value. The number of farms, ac-
cording to the statistics of the Agriculture Di-
rector of Taif Governorate, is (15532 farms),
varies between fruits, vegetables and field
crops. The most prominent crops are grapes,
pomegranates, apricots, peaches, figs, spin-
ach, bakhari, apples, figs and almonds. Taif is
characterized also by abundant natural for-
ests and fertile pastures in some areas. It is
also famous for cultivating taifian roses. That
led to produce the best kinds of production
of excellent local honey for which the prov-
ince of Taif is famous, thanks to its geograph-
ical location, where it locates on the Sarwat
mountain range, (1700 m) above sea level,

between the longitudes 40 - 42 degrees and

it became a Ministry
and Sultan bin Abdul

Aziz (may Allah have
mercy on him). was
the first Minster of

Agriculture.



Abdul Aziz, may Allah have mercy on him,
opened the ports on the west coast overlook-
ing the Red Sea, such as Jeddah, Yanbu, Lith
and Qunfudah, making it a receiving area
for equipment, well drilling equipment, ag-
ricultural road paving equipment, exempting
farmers and traders from any customs duty
on agricultural equipment and drilling tools
.S0 as to encourage them

He went even farther when he, may Allah
have mercy on him, after the extraction of
oil and the recovery of the Saudi economy,
especially after the end of the Second World
War, he provided subsidies to farmers to en-
courage them to pay attention to their farms,
introduce modern equipment in agricultural
operations, and help farmers dig deep wells
in villages and cities to extract water, import
of mechanical drilling equipment and mod-
ern water cranes and provide them as a gift
to farmers, in addition to providing cash sub-

sidies to them to enable them to use modern

means of irrigation, agriculture, and ranch-
ing.

He also ordered to bring a number of agri-
cultural engineers and veterinarians. In 1369
he established a special department called
the General Directorate of Agriculture to
supervise the agricultural areas and provide
the services needed by the agricultural sector
throughout the Kingdom.

Following the death of King Abdul Aziz in
1373H, his sons followed his approach. They
took care of the agricultural sector. The Gen-
eral Directorate of Agriculture was trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Agriculture and Wa-
ter in 1373/1953 by royal decree. His Royal
Highness Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz, may
Allah have mercy on him, a Minister of Ag-
riculture. A special building was built for
the Ministry of Agriculture in Riyadh, and
a cadre of staff, agricultural engineers and
veterinarians was appointed. The Ministry
began to distribute its activities through six
departments: Agriculture, water, dams, live-
stock, fisheries, research and studies.

At the same time, the Agricultural Cred-
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Mohammed Al Malki - Taif Magazine

History of agriculture

The agricultural sector in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has received
special attention from King Abdul Aziz, may God have mercy on him,

for the importance of agriculture, especially the cultivation of dates and
grains, as the main sources of food for the urban and the dissert, and the
existence of agricultural areas rich with agricultural production in Taif,
These areas are rich with dates, fruits, grains and various kinds of vege-

tables.

According to some historical sources, the
most important problem faced by the farms
is the lack of modern equipment for extract-
ing water. The extraction of water from the
wells was done in a primitive manner, re-
lying on the buckets pulled by the animals.
Also, there were no modern equipment for
drilling wells, as well as the lack of agricul-
tural roads to transport agricultural products.
The only means of transport of agricultural
products was livestock. Thus, King Abdul
Aziz, after the annexation of Al-Qassim in
1324H and Al-Ahsa in 1331H, encouraged

@lEFd ) - (A) 220l - QIUAJIGNDesessescsccscsccscsccscsccscne

farmers there and purchased their agricultur-
al crops from dates and grains, making them
a source of food supply for his forces. The
distribution of dates, grains and others to the
inhabitants of the desert as food subsidies,
while at the same time he opened the ports of
his country overlooking the Arabian Gulf on
the east coast of Al-Ahsa, such as Al-Aqgeer
and Dammam after the annexation of Ahsa in
1331 H, allow traders to import agricultural
products of all kinds, and agricultural equip-

ment, especially from the subcontinent of In-

dian. After the annexation of the Hijaz, King w
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