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The Event

Poetry, novel, art, calligrarhy, photograprhy, pioneering and invention

The Wlﬂners of Suk 0kaZ rewards
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TAIF magazine
His Highness Khalid al-Faisal Al Saud, advisor
of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and
Governor of Makkah Province delivered the
winners the rewards in Suk Okaz in its current
tenth round. The reward of best poet in Suk

Okaz went to Mohamed Mahmoud Azzam from
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Jordan And the reward of best young poet was
to the Saudi poet Khalif bin Ghaleb Shamri And
novel reward, recently added in the current
round, is obtained by the Saudi novelist/ makpol
mossa alwy about “Young Bedouin” novel
Abdel-Rahman Khadir “AlGhamdi” won the “first

place” of poem and drawing board meanwhile

the second place went to Mohamed Ali Shahri
and the third place to Said Al-Helal Zahrani.
In the Islamic calligraphy, Abdul Baki Abu Bakar
from Malaysia obtained the first place, Mahfouz
zanoun Yossef, Iraqi got the second place amd
finally Yehia Mohamed Falta from Niegeria
came in the third place.

The photography reward went to Abdullah

|
The Event

Ibrahim Al-Majed from Bahrain, Zafer Moshbeb
Shahri from Saudi Arabia and Qassem
Mohamed Farsi from Oman.

Loai Mohamed Nassem, Saudi, got
entrepreneur reward recently added for the first
time in the tenth round.

And the best inventor in Suk Okaz went to Anas

MohamedBelsalama
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The Event

in human resources said, There is
no doubt that any cultural or social
event where there are a large
number of attendees and guests,
lead definitely to the economic
movement on more than one level,
such as hotels, restaurants, parks
and even museums and factories
linked to the nature of the region>s
products for example flowers
factories in TAIF, and he added
this market is distinguished as
geographic location is its nearness
to the most populous city of Mecca
and Jeddah, which promotes the
presence of consumers in various
service areas, | find SOOQOKAZ at
its tenth round is now an opportunity
to discuss proposal to make the
market available seven days per
week and throughout the year so
that it becomes a touristic monument
available for the productive families
to show their products; at the same
time the place shall be revived and
opened to visitors from outside

190 ALY Ayl ie] B gflefil) B @12 orsd =

Suk OKAZ participated in
the economic and fouristic
movement development

TAIF and it can be regarded as a
reproduction of the weekly market
for example such as Sunday market
in the south of the Kingdom.

STIE]

Dr. Ahmed al-Hilali>s siad to «TAIF
magazine» that being The historical
Suk OKAZ in TAIF increasing its
beautiful and attractive views, he
added it was the first resort stable
in the hearts of Arabs before the
pilgrimage in the past, and OKAZ is
still today after reviving an important
resource affected on touristic and
cultural aspects in TAIF, but in social
aspect, the impact of the market
will be directly because it located
in TAIF, and its children enjoy the
privilege of enriching and operating,
influence follower will find it in the
passion of people of the province

with their waiting for the date of the
start of the market; because the
market simply is not limited to the
cultural aspect, but in addition to
it includes socio-economic aspect
by productive families, museums,
entertainment, entrepreneurship
and awareness programs, in
addition to the technical aspects
through  theater, photography,
Arabic diacritics, Islamic calligraphy,
popular folklore shows and the
tourism aspect through the programs
implemented by the Tourism
Authority, and sports aspect through
the equestrian performances on
edge of OKAZ besides the scientific
aspects through science fairs held
by some entities to keep pace with
(last and future OKAZ) and all these
educational activities and other have
its direct impact on the people of the
province, whereas some activities
related to material resources such
as the temporary jobs or small
enterprises during the market

period, and the moral aspect such
as the development of the taste and
creative sense, and the abundance
of information through direct contact
with the creators and thinkers
participants and guests of the
events market, beside the profound
impact on the conscience that it
remains motivator for inspiration
and participation in this prestigious
international event, in addition to see
the human civilization for viewing
and interaction.

Statistics

Chairman of the Advisory offices in
Jeddah Chamber Dr. Mohammed
Saeed Dardir Confirmed for «TAIF
magazine» Suk OKAZ is still
recorded significant presence in
social networks, since the founding
and formally documenting the
accounts and he is pointing out
that Suk OKAZ account on Twitter
broadcasts 10 daily Tweets, and
even recorded now more than 46
thousand followers, with an average
follower tweets and news 12
thousand reader, which emphasizes
the importance of investing
this channel of communication
throughout the year, as well as the
possibility of exploiting this channel
to advertise and promote the
market; he confirmed the importance
of ensuring that Suk OKAZ account
plays in Twitter cultural and moral
role in this social network followed
by millions of people throughout the
year, and to be the first «Twitter»
with poetry, culture and literature
on a regular basis and continues
to broadcast verses of the most
famous Arab poets, and defining
the market through the presentation
of historical information and others
about the market, as well as the
announcement of market activities,
programs and about the market
channel on Youtube.

Dardir spoke about number of
Statistics of the market where
he explained that the number of
visitors to the loaded clips reached
280 thousand visitor and about 13

thousand subscribers meanwhile
number of participants in Facebook
page reached 5,000 followers and
he said that turnout of readers to
visit Suk OKAZ page on Facebook

confirms the importance  of
increased spread of the page within
the users throughout the year, and
Suk OKAZ supervisory Committee
will enable to use this page in the
future strongly and effectively in the
promotion and advertising for next
year>s awards, not only in Saudi
Arabia but also in the Arab world,
noting that the spread of this page
will also contribute to the further
spread online market website, and
related other pages.

About the number of visitors statistics
to the market, head of the consulting
offices in Jeddah Chamber said that
the results of Tourism Information
and Research Centre (MAS) of
Saudi Commission for Tourism and
National Heritage explained that
visitors of the ninth round last year
reached 261 thousand visitors, came
from more than 19 destinations from
different regions in the kingdom and
abroad, with a clear majority of those
who came from the Riyadh region
with 55 percent.

He added: the total of visitor for Suk
OKAZ in 1434 AH reaches around
140 thousand visitors from inside
and outside the kingdom which

The Event

means the increase of visitor from
140 thousand visitors to 2610 visitors
with increase %86 and it confirm the
need to develop the activities of this
market. It is necessary to make the
market opened throughout the year
especially in the week-ends. It is
ensured according to these data; this
market will reflect strategic profits
for the region through activating the
local investment activity.

Dardir confirmed Suk OKAZ within its
own annual wealthy program related
to its elite guests including writers,
intellectuals, poets and journalists,
is still a window through which they
know the touristic landmarks of TAIF,
whose its space was not in the past
larger than one square kilometer
surrounded by a wall with four
gates meanwhile the space of TAIF
currently reaches 096 48 km2 and
represents %34 of the total space of
Mecca region.

He added the activity of Suk OKAZ
includes several fairs for ministries
and Government Organizations
such as: Saudi Commission for
Tourism and National Heritage, the
Ministry of Education, King Abdulaziz
Library, the Ministry of Culture and
Information, the King Abdulaziz
Foundation, King Abdulaziz City for
Science and Technology, King Abdul
Aziz Center for National Dialogue.
Dr. Dardir said that the movements
of the literary clubs resulted in the
inclusion of a new program within the
cultural program for Suk OKAZ now
inits ninth round (1436AH -2015) and
represented in introducing program
for the poetic diatribes providing in
the market stage, the visitors and
guests witness its competition.
Referring to that Suk OKAZ received
attention of Saudi leadership, that is
only an extension of their eagerness
to provide everything to push the
march of culture, awareness and
literature in Saudi Arabia, believing
the cultural and entrepreneurial
value of Suk OKAZ and what can be
represented by the market towards
the cultural and literary movement in
this country.
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holding these things and waiting
to be called by the others to take
these things by the honorable Arab
and accordingly he knows the honor
person and master of Arab and asks
him to come to him and host by giving
him award. Khosrow sent at that
time the sharp sward and wonderful
horse and great suit to be showed
in this market. His messenger said
that “these things were sent to the
master of Arab therefore they only
obtained by the leader of Arab and
the last one took these things is Harb
bin Omia where Khosrow wanted to
know the masters of Arab to depend
on them in the Arab affairs and
accordingly they will be his support
to strengthen his rule and protect
him from the Arab.

Economical
On the economic side of the
modern market, Dr. Salim Bajajh
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Al-Aelali: Suk OKALZ is
economic, fouristic and
social market

an accounting professor at the
University of Taif sees in his speech
for the «Taif magazine» Suk OKAZ
is the most important literary
intellectual complexes in the Arab
world and it reviving process will
lead to private economic movement
supports the local economy and
contribute to exchange trade in
addition it reflects positively on the
same impact of the region, Suk
OKAZ is one of the oldest markets
it has a positive impact at the social,
intellectual and moral level.

events of Suk OKAZ gained in the
recentyears acomprehensive impact
in all cultural, social, economic and
other aspects, no doubt we know

that ambition Prince Khalid al-Faisal,
prince of Mecca region does not
stand at certain point, his ambitions
taking shape in the recent years,
especially after the formation of the
Supreme Committee for Suk OKAZ
includes number of ministers.

| think that the participation of the
General Authority for Tourism and
Antiquities is a great profit because it
cares tourism, which is based on the
support of the economic side and we
start to see specialists’ attention in
the economic aspects in Suk OKAZ
because of this market represented
big economic importance. Over
the past years, we wanted to look
at Suk OKAZ from the economic
aspect, during the last years, we
see that the area next to Suk OKAZ
witnessed increase in plots prices,
especially since the new city of Taif
project as announced by Prince
Khaled Al-Faisal will include Suk

new airport and in the future, all of
these projects will make a significant
contribution to push the economic
activity, which will be reflected on
the Suk OKAZ and the region. Suk
OKAZ is unique tourist landmark in
Saudi Arabia and great source for
tourism where Suk OKAZ located at
the same place of the historical Suk
OKAZ, and a lot of tourists went to
Suk OKAZ today to view the market
as a historical landmark from in the
roots of the past, and it still retains the
fragrance of history, and brightness
of present. Suk OKAZ visitor may
find variance between the modern
technologies provided in festival
location with the geographic location
and its historical value identified after
studying the effects of the available
monuments and determining the
valleys and mountains according
to the documents studied carefully

Bajajh : [ suggest making
Suk OKAZ available along
with the year

to determine exactly the location
of the market through scientific
effectiveness. Governor of Mecca
Region, His Royal Highness Prince
Khalid Al-Faisal, has succeeded to
revive «Suk OKAZ» after extinction
since 1,300 year ago, through the
annual event linking the past with the
present and anticipating the future.
the past six years demonstrated the
foresight of the prince of the region,
and the wisdom of his opinion to
revive historic resource embraced
by the country of the Two Holy
Mosques in the past, where he
undertook the task of reviving the
market again, giving attention to
its historical value in the Arab and

The Event

humanitarian history and culture,
and its first round was launched in
1428, rolled its years It offers events
and programs, and gives incentive
awards to the branches of culture
and literature. The idea of reviving
the market launched over the historic
rock in the desert area of suburb of
Arfaa, the northern province of TAIF,
and ended in the city extended its
edges on the space of ten square
kilometers within just six years. Suk
OKAZ has led to the development of
tourism, and economic activity in the
province, through attracting visitors
and tourists, leading to increase
the number of visitors to the market
year after year, expecting higher
accommodation and furnished
apartments, hotels, restaurants and
tourist sites sector profits in the
province to more than %35 during
the market period.

For his part, Bassam Ftiny, specialist
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Kingdom nor the governor imposes
taxes on the merchants and visitors,
it is a free zone where the imported
and exported goods are exempted
from any fees or taxes. He added
the beginnings of this market return
to the beginning of the sixth century
AD, about 500 AD, or a little earlier,
and the people and guests of this
market are from Hawazin tribe; and
it was inhabited by Bno-uguetvan,
aslam, Aloahabish, bno-adwan,
thgeef tribes and others, and
this market is continued after the
conquest of Mecca in 8 AH to the
year 129 AH, the year in which the
Kharijites (Harooris) went to Mecca
with Abu Hamza al-Mukhtar and
destroyed and looted the market ,
therefore the famous SOOOKAZ
ended after it lasted for nearly three
centuries.

Dr. Al-Ghamdi said OKAZ is the
greatest commercial market for all
people of the island it hosted all
country»s trade and industry with the
literature, date of Hagr, Iragq, Gaza
and Bosra is brought to OKAZ,
butter from the Bedouins, and it
receives from Yemen chill Almosah
and fallow, and the

types of perfumes

and weapons
and where
silk and

199 kaflunily Gl el Bfe D BR5 0 =D

sold, and it has the Levant oils and
raisins and weapons which Quraish
used to carry it in convoys to Mecca.
And the slaves were sold in Suk
OKAZ, where Khadija bint Khuwaylid
and wife of the Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him bought

«Zaid bin Haritha» as
people released their
captives in the market
where all of people
how have a prisoner,
are seeking to j/|
release and free
him. /
Suk  OKAZ {/

is literary
language
official

council, it has

his arbitrators

for whom the 1
tents were put !
and who the J
poets of tribes
present their ,j
poetry and /1
literature, 1‘
to Ay :

.

|_. ;

decide the good and the false
poems about these tents, there
were narrators and poets from all
Arab countries. When the arbitrator
issued his judge, the poem directly
and quickly moved within the
novelists and spread throughout the
island and spoken by the tongues in
the Bedouins and the cities therefore
the poet obtain OKAZ badge of
honor upon his poem won then
his hanged poem was written
with gold water and hung on
the Kaaba walls; now we have
only seven hanged poem
among all handed poems got
the annual season award in
Suk OKAZ.
. He continued OKAZ was
\ media market plays the
role of press and modern
radios where it was a
news station to spread all
news among the people;
for example if anyone
[ want to recognize his
/ descent, he announced in
/ OKAZ; if anyone want to
r do a favor for anyone else,
' he can do this in OKAZ;
\ if anyone want to enter

into tribe protection, he announced
in OKAZ; if anyone have royalty
toward any tribe, he comes to OKAZ
to receive this royalty; if anyone
want to immortalize his triumph, he
comes to OKAZ; if anyone want to
hire and get support from the others,
he spread his call in OKAZ till all
people hear and finally if anyone
want to announce his war against
any tribe, he announces in OKAZ; he
added Suk OKAZ is consider a fair
to show the major of Arab traditions
and social conditions; in the past
there were some people to
worship Allah such

as Qaes bin
Saadda, Omia
bin Abi El Salt,

Akthem bin Saifi, Waraqa bin Nowfal
and other; where some people
went to Suk OKAZ to boast his tribe
traditions and other came to Suk
OKAZ with his daughters to offer
them to look for husbands; both of
the priest, witch, tribe Sheikh and
members and others; in OKAZ
sadness flags were raised including
the flag raised by Al-Khansa and
Hind bint Utbah. Some cases and
conflicts were settled in SOOQOKAZ
and some problems were raised
and the settlement was held within
the combatants or the litigation is
raised again in OKAZ, if the people
of OKAZ agree one thing, it shall be
decision therefore the consensus
is  considering

general
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executable decision. Suk OKAZ
witnessed what can called the
commercial courts to ensure the
rights of aggrieved persons; all goods
in Suk OKAZ were stamped with
trademark and these are the most
important characteristics taken in
account for their goods where every
merchant has special characteristic
distinguishing his goods in addition
to use the commercial cheques. Suk
OKAZ includes some things are not
existing in other Arab markets for
example Yemen king sent the good
sward and suit beside the great
shoes and his messenger stands
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for the first time in this round, novel
award introduced with value SAR
100 thousand and two knowledge
Suk OKAZ awards with value
SAR 300 thousand, of SAR (200)
thousand for the award entrepreneur
OKAZ, and SAR (100) for the award
OKAZ inventor.

The other seven awards represent
in the poet youth OKAZ devoted
to young poets and designed to
encourage young poets with value
SAR 100 thousand and the award
drawing board and poem that
aims to encourage the public arts
and its parts associated with art
of the first art for Arabs “poetry”
, through clarifying the close
relationship between poetry and
art, the value of this award is SAR
(100) thousand divided into three
places, and «Photography Award»

1YY ] AUy Byl o) Byl Bl 42 fore =

Dr/Sultan Al-Ghamdi:
Suk OKAZ founded in the
beginning of the sixth
century

for photographers from inside and
outside the Kingdom, with value SAR
100 thousand for the three places, in
addition to «Calligraphy Award» with
value SAR (100) thousand divided
into three centers.

The «Popular folklore award»
allocated to the provinces of Mecca
Region reaches value of SAR (100)
thousand for the three places, and
the handicrafts award with value
SAR 500 thousand and «poet OKAZ
award» which is one of the most
prestigious awards, aimed at taking
care of the Arab Eloquent poetry,
appreciating distinguished Arab

poet through awarding him the Arab
poetry Legion of Honor representing
in the title of «<OKAZ poet», which is
the right of every poet of Arab poets
who has published production and
the amount of the award is SAR
(300) thousand.

Suk OKAZ provides an integrated
annual program includes several,
intellectual, literary, cultural and
scientific, heritage elements reflect
the vision and objectives of Suk
OKAZ, and representing in building
bridges between the past, present
and future, in order to enrich the
visitor and give him interest and
pleasure, and three prizes has
increased to the previous awards in
the novel, pioneering and innovative.
Art of narrative also was added in
this round to the previous poetry
awards, as the poetry describes
Arab tongue and condition, and
narrative literature is linked to the
contemporary Arab literary reality,
in reference to linking the present
with past at the cultural level, as
well as the establishment of future
OKAZ program; one of this program
branches, and to provide tow awards
linked to entrepreneurship and
innovation which are entrepreneur
OKAZ award and an innovative
OKAZ award.

Suk OKAZ overcomes limits of the
literary phenomenon and became
a beacon of poetry, culture and
technology as His Royal Highness
Prince Khalid Al-Faisal observe
to increase participation in events

and programs; in this year, future
OKAZ, caring innovation and
entrepreneurship of  knowledge
works, was introduced, with the
participation of more than 50
government and private entities
caring the same field (exhibition) and
it includes five innovative platforms
provide a modern concepts, and it
will open up the field of discussion
between young people and decision-
makers about future technologies
via “reception platforms” as well
as it will provide a direct picture of
knowledge entrepreneurship and
current innovations in the Kingdom
through «the present platform» and
«future platform» is allocated to
explore aspirations of the sons of
the nation, and across the «build
human platform» discussion will
be allocated for Applied Education
and engaging visitors and making
prototypes, while the young people
will be directed to the perfect route
to start their entrepreneurial projects
through training and effective
workshops.

Historical

Year 2007, witnessed the start of
the first round of the historical Suk
OKAZ, is considered crucial stage in
the history of TAIF and the date of
the opening of the portal that through
it Taif crossed to the world.
Regarding to the old history of Suk
OKAZ, Professor of History at the
University of Umm AI-Qura, Dr.
Sultan bin Ahmed Al-Ghamdi> told

Suk OKAZ is media hall
and plays the role of press
and modern channels

TAIF magazine that Suk OKAZ is
the most famous and known Arab
markets in the pre-Islamic and
Islamic eras; Suk OKAZ was one of
the three major markets in the pre-
Islamic era with SOOQ MAJINH and
S00Q ZIL MAJAAZA which were
trade market and policy market and
literature market where the preacher
preached powerfully and freely, and
the seven famous poems were hung
on its walls to praise its eloquence
towards the poets who will attend
the round according to what has said
by some of news people.

He added “Suk OKAZ was titled with

'.. (l) A 6‘ : 1

this name due to Arab are gathered
in and competed each other”
meanwhile the others said “it was
titted with this name due to people
are waiting to discuss their matters”
and the last ones said ‘its title is
derived from pride.

He said “Market Suk OKAZ takes
place at the beginning of the month
of Dhuwlga before the going to
Mecca to perform the Hajj and lasts
for twenty days and the Arab tribes
met and compete as we mentioned,
the market is held in the sacred
months due to people take into
account the sanctity of those days
therefore not abuse people went to
the market, and accordingly people
can access without fear, OKAZ is
distinguished due to it is market
free from the payment of tithes
and royalty, it is not the land of the
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The Event

Ayed Imran Al Harthy
TAIF magazine

Under sponsorship of the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud - care
may God protect him - the
activities of the tenth round
of Suk OKAZ festival begin
during the period from 6

to 16 Dhu‘lga in TAIF with
the participation of TAIF
writers, intellectuals, poets
and academics from inside
and outside the Kingdom.

Suk OKAZ
“tenth™

under sponsorship of

king Salmanit

~1p-

-
S R

rulers support

participates fo turn
Suk OKAZ into cultural
phenomenon exceeded
the nationalism
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Onthis occasion, His Royal Highness
Prince Khalid Al-Faisal bin Abdulaziz,
the advisor of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, Governor of
Mecca Region and Chairman of
the Supervisory Committee for Suk
OKAZ provide under his name and
the name of the people of Mecca
region, thanks and appreciation
to the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques for sponsoring this cultural
event, which comes as an extension
to his care - supported by God —
towards scientific, intellectual and
literary forums.

His Highness explained that since
Suk OKAZ has been revived, it
had the leadership support in the
kingdom, which has contributed
to its transformation into a cultural
phenomenon exceeded the
nationalism, and became the focus of
attention of participants from inside
and outside the Kingdom, praising at
the same time, the government and
private sectors increased efforts in

Suk OKAZ i

s the first place
withessed the commercial

courts and fransactions

addition to writers and intellectual>s
participation, which also supported
Suk OKAZ to reach to current
condition.

For his part, His Excellency the
Governor of Taif Fahd bin Abdulaziz
bin Muammar priced the patronage
of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdul
Aziz for this historic cultural event
in Okaz literary souk in its tenth
session this year.

He pointed also to the vision of His
Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-
Faisal bin Abdulaziz, the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques adviser,
Prince of Makkah Region, Chairman
of the Supervisory Committee for
Okaz souk that made the souk an
excellent environment for the youth

creations and constructive thinking.
He also stressed that Okaz souk
achieved consecutive success over
the past years which led to growing
in number of visitors from year to

year.
Hoping that Okaz souk continue
ongoing success , God willing,
through the vision of the future
programs, events and activities in
the souk.

It is recalled that the Suk OKAZ has
witnessed over the past nine rounds
significant changes in both the
thought and the place, where many
of the development projects was
held regarding infrastructure and
superstructure, as well as on the level
of the programs seen the formation
of a committee to develop activities
who>s the first fruit is brought to the
light in this year though introducing
cultural programs and new awards
in the cultural and knowledge fields.
To develop and modernize the
cultural and intellectual activities,
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