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- Communicate with the responsible au-
thorities of the two countries with the aim
of improving the cooperation between the
two sides and overcoming the obstacles
encountered by any of them.

- Encourage the establishment of econom-
ic projects in both countries by identifying
the best available methods of financing
and providing information and services
to businessmen interested in establishing
such projects.

- To work towards the settlement of com-
mercial disputes which may arise be-
tween the businessmen of both countries
by friendly means.

- Pay attention for training programs, tech-
nology transfer and the right to know.

National Committees:

Mission of National Committees:

To work on development of the sector it
represents, and to discuss the obstacles and
general obstacles facing it, and to propose
suitable methods to overcome them in the in-
terest of the sector and at the same time con-
sistent with the public interest

Strategy of National Committees :

Each committee shall, at the beginning of
its formation, formulate its work strategy
during its session. This strategy shall include
an explanation of the strategic visions
and mission of the Committee and define
its program of work commensurate with
the overall role and functions of national
committees.

Objectives of National Committees:
* To take care and review the common inter-
ests of economic establishments

operating in different economic sectors.
e Study and review the relevant regulations
and decisions related to the sector.
* To highlight the role of the sector in the me-
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dia and to identify it and its
importance. :

» Coordinate with the corresponding commit-

tees in the Chambers of Commerce
and Industry and keep up their views and

brief them on the actions taken by the :
National Committee.

* Preparing studies and researches related to

the sector. :

Formation of national committees: :
The National Committees are formed by Sau-
di businessmen who are nominated by the :
Chambers of Commerce and Industry based
on criteria and conditions that contribute to
the activation of the role and performance of :
these committees. These standards are fo-
cused on the following: :
- Practicing the activity represented by the Na-
tional Committee. :
- The appropriate scientific level.
- Readiness for volunteer work :
- Commitment to attend the meetings of the :
Comnmittee.
- Ability to participate in the activities of the
Committee.
- The National Committees may nominate :
those who believe in its accession to --further
enrich the work of the Committee and have
an influential role in achieving its objectives
with the experience of workers in this or that :
sector
-At the first meeting of the Committee, the
Committee shall elect from among its mem- :
bers a Chairman and two Vice-Chairpersons. :
The term of office and office shall be three
years. They shall be re-elected or elected by
the same members for one more session. The :
session of the Committee shall coincide with :
the session of the Council of Chambers. :

.
.
.
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serves the interests of the Kingdom and its
orientations in all fields, according to Article
(37) of Chambers of Commerce and Industry
issued by the Royal Decree No. (M / 6) dated
30/4/1400H. The Council of Saudi Chambers
of Commerce and Industry believes in the im-
portance of the role of the Saudi foreign busi-
ness councils in economic terms between
the Kingdom and other countries due to the
nature of the existing relations between them.
The Council of Saudi Chambers has signed
agreements with its counterparts in a number
of countries to establish business councils
serving Trade and economic relations be-
tween the Kingdom and those countries.

Definition:
Business Councils are an economic assemble
that includes a representative group from the

business sector in the Kingdom, aiming at
activating the economic relations between
the Kingdom and friendly countries in vari-
ous fields, especially commercial and invest-
ment, through a systematic framework that
achieves the defined objectives of the eco-
nomic relationship with these countries.

Objectives:

- To develop and strengthen the relations
between the business community in both
countries, and to inform the representa-
tives and participants of the parties of the
economic opportunities available to them.

- Encouraging exports and exchange of
goods and services through continuous
contacts, exchange of information and es-
tablishment of exhibitions in both coun-
tries.
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of these challenges and encouraging them
to become joint stock companies and pro-
vide consultations in various aspects.

- The Saudi Committee of Labor Market
which concerned with labor and labor is-
sues.

- The office of Vision 2030, which was es-
tablished after the announcement of the
vision of the Kingdom to follow up the
implementation of business initiatives to
achieve vision goals and programs.

Saudi Center for Commercial Arbitration
Enhancing women’s economic participation:
In the framework of supporting the guidance
of the wise leadership to involve women
economically, the council established the ad-
ministration of business women affairs and
the Coordinating Council of woman’s work.
Where they undertake a distinguished effort in
the field of training women cadres,

and displaying the chances of women invest-
ment , discussing the obstacels of woman
work with the relative authorities, giving al-
ternatives that fit with women nature and the
instruction of Sharia,

Taif Chamber was the first to do so by ap-
pointing the first deputy secretary general of
the chamber, Ms. Mona AlZahrani

Local and international appreciation and so-
phisticated work environment:

In order to develop the internal workplace
that attracts the national cadres , the council
has modernized all the administrative systems
and regulations related to work, which helped
in developing the performance and improving
the internal workplace as well as accomplish-
ing work quickly. It also submits significant
programs to increase the job loyalty and moti-
vate workers.

It focuses also on modernizing technical sys-
tems . the council applies an integrated mod-
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erntechnical systems as the effectiveness sys-
tem, administrative communications system,
human resources systems ..etc.

The council of Saudi chambers is locally and
internationally appreciated thanks to its insti-
tutional system of work that helps serving the
Saudi business sector as well as enhancing
the commercial and investment cooperation
with different countries . However, the great-
est award the council has got was the trust
and appreciation given by the wisdom leader-
ship represented by the custodian of the two
holy mosques , the crown prince and the offi-
cials of the economic sector. Being the repre-
sentative entity in the public sector has given
the council much more power.

The council has got the prize of excellence
in the international trade as a first non -profit
Arabic economic institution by the American
ministry of trade , the fact that represents a
clear proof of the great efforts made by the
council to support the economic relations of
kingdom with different economic active part-
ners around the world. The Arabic organiza-
tion of administrative development subordi-
nate to the Arab league has given the council
the smart government excellence awards in
its third session of 2012 for being the best
electronic interactive platform on facebook.
The council has got the award of best saudi
workplace in 2009 as a result of an excellent
workplace which depends on submitting the
moral and material motivations to employ-
ees, help developing their abilities by giving
them training and rehabilitation . Mr. Gerhard
Schroder , the former german chancellor, has
received the award of best non- profit Arabic
institution.

Business Councils

Based on the Royal Decree No. 5/b/10744 dat-
ed 7-6-1422 to accelerate establishment of
foreign Saudi business councils financed by
businessmen from both parties in a way that

.
.
.
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waiya - Al Mkhawah - Bisha - AlBekriya - AIRa-
. sa - Hafr Al Batin. Some of these Chambers
: have branches in some other cities.

Partnership with public sector
The council made a great success in making
: real partnership with public and private sec-
tors, a success which turns into an excellent
: model to be followed. Now the council is
highly appreciated by all official authorities,
: its visions and suggestions are accepted by
different parties, and its efforts in the field
of partnership had resulted in the following
: points:
- The council has an efficient representa-
tion in Shura council , Bureau of experts,
council of economic and development af-
fairs, ministries and common committees
between the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the foreign countries .
- The council’s recommendation and expe-
: rience regarding economic systems and
resolutions are widely accepted.
: - The council is the official representative of
: the Saudi business sector in the kingdom.
- Participate efficiently in the external eco-
: nomic tours designed by the wisdom lead-
ership
- The council submits to the official author-
ities memos and worksheets that includes
its visions about the economic issues and
systems.
- The council was able to make numerous
- communication channels with the official
authorities , through which it can inform
the decision makers with the ambitions of
the private sectors, and vice versa, inform
the commercial and industrial chambers
with the new systems and resolutions.
: Participating in making and amending the
economic resolution and system study
. The council was able to play an efficient role
: in making and amending the economic resolu-
tion by participating in systems studies related

.
“. .................................................................

to the private sector and submitting the sec-
tor’s points of view regarding these systems.
The council has also a significant role in sub-
mitting the legal consultations and the stud-
ies related to the commercial systems of the
business sector and chambers of commerce,
giving opinion regarding systems, regulations
and decision by a request of business sector.

Specialized centers and units in the council :

* The Council includes several specialized
centers, committees and units that are ac-
tive within it, such as:

- Export Development Center, which played
an important role in enhancing the posi-
tion of Saudi exports and solving obsta-
cles to their access to foreign markets.

- Small and Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment Center, which helps to strengthen the
position of these enterprises by providing
technical consultations and providing op-
portunities for financing through agree-
ments signed with the relevant authorities.

- Saudi Numbering Center, which is con-
cerned with the application of the number-
ing system and the international coding
(barcode) on products and commodities
as a global standard system.

- The Saudi International Chamber of Com-
merce and the Committee for the Develop-
ment of International Trade, which are the
link between the Saudi business sectorand
the International Chamber of Commerce in
Paris and its services to the private sector
in Saudi to publish international economic
reports and seminars in cooperation with
the Center of the International Chamber of
Commerce in Paris.

- The Family Establishments Center which
works to enhance the competitiveness of
these facilities and enhance their ability to
meet the challenges by raising awareness
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The Council has been keen on strengthen
the Kingdom’s economic and commercial re-
lations with various countries of the world,
where the Council, through the General Secre-
tariat for international affairs has established
joint Saudi-foreign business councils whose
mission is to promote economic and commer-
cial cooperation between Saudi businessmen
and their counterparts in foreign countries.
It also took part in organizing the visits of
trade delegations and participating in the
work of the joint Saudi foreign committees. It
also represents the Kingdom in many region-
al and international bodies such as the Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce and the Arab
and Gulf Chamber Associations and others.
The Council actively participates in local, re-
gional and international conferences, semi-
nars and meeting aimed to attracting foreign
investments to the Kingdom and development
of Saudi non-oil exports to various countries
of the world.

Attracting Foreign Investments and Promote

Investment Opportunities:

The Council plays a key role in promoting the

investment opportunities in the Kingdom in

cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce
and the concerned entities through the follow-
ing activities:

* Organize visits of Saudi employers’ dele-
gations to foreign countries, offering in-
vestment opportunities and entering into
commercial partnerships with their coun-
terparts in foreign countries.

* Organizing meetings for foreign delega-
tions for employers and informing them of
the investment opportunities in the King-
dom and the investment environment.

* Preparation of publications in internation-
al languages about the kingdom and in-
vestments.

* Exchange of investment information with
similar entities.

* Discuss and resolve investment obstacles
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with the concerned parties .

Relations with Chambers of Commerce and :
Industry:
The Council, through the General Secretariat :
for the chambers affairs keen to help in estab- :
lishes strong cooperative relations with the
chambers of commerce and industry in order
to coordinate their efforts in facing common :
issues at all levels, legally, administrative-
ly and technically. This will contribute to the
development of their capabilities and capac-
ities and helping them to perform their tasks :
toward providing services to their participants
of employers. It also work to enable the par-
ticipation of chambers in different economic :
locally, regionally and international. :
In this regard the Council:

. Represents chambers of commerce
and industries at the local and external levels. :
. Work to develop the potential of cham-

bers and to strengthen their relations with
their constituencies, so as to increase the ca-
pabilities of the private sector and to expand
its contribution to the national economy. :
. To crystallize and express the views of
chambers and the business sector in general :
issues of the common nature. :
The chambers of commerce and industries
in the Kingdom are divided into three types: :
large, medium and small. This classification :
is according to the number of members per
chamber, each chamber has a board of direc-
tors, the numbers of corresponds to the size
of the chamber. Two-thirds of its members
shall be elected every four years directly by
the chamber’s members. The remaining third
shall be appointed by the Ministry of Com-
merce and industry. These chambers are dis-
tributed throughout the Kingdom in Riyadh,
Jeddah, Eastern Province, Makkah AlMokar-
ramah, AlMadinah AlMonawarah , AlQassim,
AlTaif, AlAhsa, Hail, Abha, Najran, Jazan, Al-
Baha, AlQaryat, AlJouf, Al-Kharj - Onaiza - Qu- '

.
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external economic variables and analyz-
ing of their impact on the business envi-
ronment in the Kingdom.

6. Highlight the available opportunities and
investment motivations.

7. Focus on the development of promising
sectors in Saudi economy.

8. Contribute to improving the business en-
vironment.

9. Provide information and studies related
to the business sector and activate the
process of exchanging knowledge, expe-
riences and successful experiments be-
tween the chambers.

10. Enhancing and developing the role of fam-

ily enterprises in achieving economic and
social development in the Kingdom and
developing their competitiveness in the
international markets.

11. Nationally and globally representing of
the private sector.

12. Develop foreign economic relations and
promote trade and investment partner-
ship.

13. Contribute to the empowerment of Saudi
women in economic development.

14. Promote and develop the role of small

and medium enterprises in achieving eco-
nomic development, promoting innova-
tion and creativity and spreading the cul-
ture of entrepreneurship.

15. Practice arbitration and resolve commer-
cial disputes locally and internationally.

16. Transferring the true image of the King-
dom to the world .

Support Productive Sectors:

The Council, through the General Secretariat
for National Committees creates and estab-
lishes national sectoral committees, which
include a group of employers, their task is
to sponsor and review the common interests
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of the economic establishments operating in
the various economic sectors and to study
and review the enforced regulations and de-
cisions related to each sector. And to coor-
dinate with the counterparts committees in
the chambers of commerce and industries to
keep up its views and surrounding them with
the actions taken by the national committee,
in addition to preparing of studies and re-
searches related to each sector.
Development of Economic Cooperation Rela-
tions:
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Establishment of the Council :
The Council of Saudi Chambers was established :
in Riyadh under the Royal Decree No. M/6, on
30/4/1400 H. (March, 1980 AD) to deal with com-
mon interests of the Kingdom’s Chambers of :
Commerce and Industry. The number of these
chambers currently is (28) chambers, the Coun-
cil represents these chambers both locally and :
aboard, it works also to develop the role of the
private sector in the national economy. :

The Council started its actual activities by
forming its executive body, the General Secretar-
iat of the Council of Saudi Chambers from 1401 :
H. (1981 AD). Since then, it has been taking quick
steps towards achieving its objects.

Where the Council of Saudi Chamber rep- :
resents the Saudi business sector, the chambers
of commerce and the industry in the Kingdom it
works to represent and take care of its interests
locally and internally.

Objectives :
The Council works through a comprehensive eco- :
nomic vision in which its objects are in harmony
with the orientation of the wise state in terms of
economic policies and directions towards urgent
and important issues such as localization diver- :
sification of the production base, export sup-
port, attracting investments, etc. Based on these
trends the Council put its objectives in harmony
with these trends and supports its application, as
follows: :
1. Taking care of common interests of the cham-
bers, developing their potential and activating
their role. :
2. Consolidate the private sector’s orientation
toward national issues.
3. Enhancing the contribution of the business :
sector to national economic and social devel-
opment programs.
4. Contribution and initiative in the formulation
of laws, regulations and decisions related to
the business sector.
5. Monitoring and following up the internal and




The Council of
Saudi Chambers

39 years of care and development
of the private sector

With the direction of the modern Saudi
state during the reign of the founding
King Abulaziz — may Allah have mercy
on him - to regulate the economic ac-
tivity and encourage the commercial
movement, the first system of cham-

. ber of commerce was issued in con-

. junction with the establishment of the

- first Chamber of Commerce in Jeddah
in 1365 H. (1946 AD.) Since that day
until today, about 28 chambers of com-
merce were founded throughout the
Kingdom. Many amendments to the
system and regulation of chambers
of commerce and industry were made
to keep up with the economic renais-
sance of the Kingdom. The Chamber
of Commerce represents the benefits
of the Business Sector in every area
in which these chambers are located
and working to develop economic en-
vironment, promote investments and
provide services to areas and busi-
ness men which it represents.
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