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events and activities associated with the genuine
popular heritage, such as: “Camel Shop and Circus,
Events Theater, learning riding the camels, poetries
of the poets, classic cars and shows of the motor-
cycles. Sada Al Baid "hiking" for lovers of this sport
and discovery, where the most important tourist
and mountainous landmarks appears in Taif City
that is distinguished by its magical nature and cold
weather. Taif City includes, in this year, events of
the hiking throughout August with diverse daily
programs in addition to Marathon Colors and many
diverse events, such as zip line, competitive chal-
lenges, Samar Session, Samra Mashawi.

Taif also includes many surprises such as the food
ceremonies, in which most famous singing and
movie stars will participate,, and they will provide
the latest Arabic and Foreign films outdoor in King
Abdullah Park and international shows and reviews
and many surprises appropriate for each family
member.

This event comes within Taif Season in order to
achieve the plan set by Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
in Vision 2030, where it seeks to receive 50 mil-
lion tourists by 2030 and in order to accommodate
one million youth and girl in different sectors of
the tourism by 2030 too. In addition, these events
seeks to train and educate 500 thousand citizens on
method of dealing with the tourists and qualifying
them to receive the tourists during full year in coop-
eration with many partners.

From this point and in belief of the vital role played
by Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Her-
itage, these goals have been set within their pro-
gram of action in Taif Season throughout August.
Saudi Arabia Seasons worked to provide return bus-
es that will move daily from the main station start-
ing from Taif Jouro Mall in direction of the different
events at a rate of 16 buses daily for Okaz Market, 5

buses for Crown Prince Camel Race, 10 buses for Al
Redf Park and 6 buses for the accompanying events.
There will be also special discount for Kareem trips
from middle of Taif to sites of the events and from
Taif Airport to different sites of the events, As for
the trips coming from Makkah to Taif, 12 buses will
be provided for the visitors from Makkah to Taif by
6 buses for the first path and 6 buses for the second
path every 30 minutes and taxes with or without
driver will be provided.
The tourist supervisor, Mr. Ahmed Al Jaeed stated
saying: “the summer season represents climax of
the tourist season in Taif Governorate, where the
events and festivals increase and proportion of the
occupation increases in the tourist accommoda-
tions. Launching Taif Season in August of this year
will help to increase and diversity of the events,
and will rise proportions of the residential occupa-
tion and contribute to tourist marketing for Taif and
attract the tourist investments, especially in Okaz,,
Al Shafa and Al Hada areas. In addition, Launching
Taif Season in August of this year will provide tem-
porary job opportunities for residents of the Gover-
norate to increase their income and to qualify and
train them.
The ambition never stop in the tourist sector and
we hope to maintain distinction of Taif between the

summer resorts.



the world across integrated city that includes ev-
erything related to the flowers and distinguished
products of Taif. For lovers of the nature and ad-
ventures and Hiking, we provided daily journeys
across Al Hada and Al Shafa area in commensu-
rate with hajj season. Moreover Crown Prince
Camel Race will include activities all the age cat-
egories interesting in this genuine Arab sport,
in addition to many historical and artistic activi-
ties for landmarks of the area, thus Saudi Arabia
Seasons works since months and their work will
continue after end of Crown Prince Camel Race,
in order for prevision of distinguished season and
diverse experiences for people of Taif and decent
visitors.

Maoreover, it is expected that the Governorate will
witness quantum leap that returns Taif to its ap-
pearance as summer resort for the Arabs. In ad-
dition, the city works to attract the investors and
to provide the services and facilities for them in
order for the investment in Taif, whether through
construction of the Tourist projects, hotels or re-
sorts, in addition to attraction of international
names for the participation in Taif Season and
opening new branches for them in the area.
Furthermore, it is expected that this leap consti-
tute support and pull factor for the small and me-
dium projects, for both residents of Taif or for the
persons that desires to invest in the area.

Taif Season also includes many diverse activities
and events exceeding 70 events distributed to 4
main areas, namely: Okaz Market that represents
cultural manifestation that links the past with
the present and enhances status of the Kingdom
as main destination for the Arabic culture and re-
generation of the cultural heritage in the Ara-
bian Peninsula, through provision of set of the

events, activities and sides with the historical
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dimension, such as Okaz Historical Neighbourhood,
historical markets, Arab Neighbourhood that hosts
10 Arab sister countries, Art Yard, Path of Caravans

and other events.

Ward Village that is established in famous Redf Park
in Taif city include set of the events associated with
the flowers, in addition to set of the activities and
events and pleasing and innovative corners, such as
Ward Village, Flowers Shop and Market, Perfumes
workshop and competition of season perfume,
and it also includes the review events, Art Way and
Fruits Market.

Crown Prince Camels Festival is one of the most im-
portant events appear each year and are registered
in Guinness Book of World Records and it became

the most prominent destination for enjoying many



and participated intentionally and inadvertent-
ly in focusing on certain news about Taif that
sometimes build not good mental images, where
some of them does not write except about news
of the killing and crimes in Taif!!

These events can occurs in any city inside or out-
side the Kingdom, but many media profession-
als are more aware of the national interest and
mental image about their city, and they don't
care about publication of them continuously,
so that name of beautiful Taif is associated with
these reprehensible acts, and we says for those
colleagues, media professionals, the great op-
portunity came to you for the writing, participa-
tion and publication about Taif Season with all
its wonderful aesthetics, will you write?

On the tourist side, there is no doubt that the
season depends directly on the tourist basic
factors that are combined in it, until it becomes
chirping outside swarm of the summer resorts.
General Commission for Tourism & National Her-
itage provides this statement exclusively to Taif
Magazine, where General Commission for Tour-
ism & National Heritage said:

“(Saudi Arabia Seasons) provides the first edi-

tion of (Taif Season) that constitutes good start

for this city that is distinguished by history and
culture that give it its civilized and historical val-
ue. In addition, location and amazing nature of
Taif make it a place assembly of the Arabs since
the ancient history, therefore role of Saudi Ara-
bia Seasons lies in shedding the light on this city
that deserves to be basic summer resort for the
Arabs and guests of the Kingdom from the neigh-
boring and Arab countries. The beginning was
the infrastructure in cooperation with Taif Gov-
ernorate, through comprehensive operations of
maintenances and rehabilitation for all the in-
tended spaces in the area, and during this year,
there was focusing on covering all the civilized
landmarks for Taif and preparation of more than
70 different and daily events that will be provid-
ed for visitors of the city during 31 days starting
from August through focusing on 4 main areas,
namely Okaz Market, Ward Village, Sade El Baid
and Crown Prince Camel Race,

Okaz Market is provided in completely good
condition, in which the past with all its details is
highlighted for visitors of the market so that they
live life of the ancestors, while visitors of Ward
Village established in Redf Park will witness de-

tails of industry of the most famous perfumes in



el of the aggregate economics, namely reduction
of the random seasonality that is deemed one of
the reason for high prices of the tourist services
and facilities, and this has effect reflecting on the
citizen and immigrant, who selects the national
: tourism to spend his leave and the official hol-
idays, and when the occupation increases, de-
velopment of the infrastructure has economic
return that encourage to more development of
the different geographic areas and to construct
multiple tourist cities, in which this most import-
ant cities according to my discretion.

From the media aspect, the tourist press has
prominent great role in demonstration of im-
portance and service of the tourism in different
provinces of the Kingdom and this matter is con-
sistent with the media means existent interna-
tionally. Some reports issued by World Tourism
Organization has disclosed the tourist growth by
6% in 2018 internationally and 10% in the middle

east, and it is expected that the tourism grows

from 4-6% during this year.

The media advisor, Majid bin Jaafar Al Ghamdi
also talked to Taif Magazine about Taif Season
the mental image saying: “there is mental im-
age that expresses the individuals, companies,
cities or even the countries, | wonder what is the
mental image for Taif city? Certainly, it is posi-
tive mental image in general, because the people
know that Taif is popular inhabited city with re-
freshing and cold weather, summer resort of the
Kings and a lot of Gulf Countries.

Taif Season came to enhance this positive mental
image with program and major events. Taif Sea-
son came accompanied by a lot of creations and
unfamiliar matters in the summer programs,
Taid lives in delight and happiness and amiability
with Okaz Market, Redf Park, Al Shafa, Al Hada
and distinguished parks and events.

From this point, the media plays a role to demon-
strate these great efforts to return Taid to fore-
front of the scene as main traveling destination
in the summer, and this is explicit message for

the colleagues, media professionals, who wrote
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thority, secretaries of the provinces, Saudi Com-
mission for Tourism & National Heritage and
other private sector bodies in order to contrib-
ute to enhance this effect more significantly.

In addition, the working to these events is com-
patible, to large extent, with general lines of
Vision 2030 and objective of Vision of 2030 to
diversify sources of the local product that don’t
depend on the oil, which contributes to increase
of sources of the income and enhances role of
the business pioneers, especially at level of the
small and very small projects that exhaust a lot
of these events, therefore these seasons trans-
formed to establishment of new culture and
community and culture structure contributing to
launch special industry associated with the envi-
ronment and Saudi culture, this special industry
enhances the relative advantages for the cities
and it became one of tributaries of the national
refreshed income, because it represents strong
support tool to encourage and activate the in-

ternal tourism, which will definitely disclose

good and positive results leading to find national
trained and good manpower that work in prepa-
ration and organization of diverse events for all
the categories, in accordance with our values
and traditions, along with attracting the citizens
and immigrants to these events, which increase
the inter-tourism and success of the national
manpower will deduct little part of share of the
external tourism,.

Taif Season will also provide many job oppor-
tunities, thus stimulating the economy through
presence of buying power, operation of the ho-
tels, accommodation and transportations with
its different types, especially with availability of
the tourist visas for the Saudi seasons that dis-
tinguish the Saudi culture with its unigueness.
The proceeds generated from operation com-
panies, management, commodities, products
and tourists within system of the Festival are
deemed as most important proceeds of Crown
Prince Camel Festival, which means more pro-

ceeds, in addition to the economic effect on lev-
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and credit reputation for the Country on the

world scene. This latest point is deemed in it-
self a “capital” that a lot of countries. On this
basis, it is not strange that the expenditure on
the tourism inside the Kingdom in the last year
reached 121 billion riyals and it is expected that
this expenditure will increase in the current
year.

In the first two months of the current month,
the expenditure on the local tourism amount-
ed to 8.9 billion riyals, with increase valued 2.9
percent, compared to the same period in the
last year, and this is already large percentage
within time period that is not long as shown and
this increase was made even out of range of the
touristic seasons or traditional known leaves
periods. Therefore, it is expected that the local
tourism will achieve wide steps in the coming
tourist seasons.

The tourism represents important sector at the
national level in Saudi Arabia, because the tour-
ism generates large and ascending proceeds
needed for the economy in the Country and
it also provide job opportunities in all of the

fields for the Saudis directly. This point consti-

tutes main pivot in "Kingdom Vision” and it also
constitutes this employment and qualification
of the Saudi citizens to enter both the new and
old the labour market. On this basis, the tourism
sector accommodate large number of the na-
tional labour, which adds another achievement
to achievement of the Saudi national economic
strategy as a whole.

Dr. Nouf Al Ghamdi also stated that: “Taif Sea-
son, as one of seasons of Saudi Arabia, to which
the tourists and holidaymakers come in crowds
from inside or outside the country, enriches the
economic situations, as result of the high de-
mand on the residential units, including the ho-
tels residential units and furnished flats and this
also is reflected positively on movement of the
sector of foods and transportations. The demand
is increasing on the food commodities, especial
the retail sector, which in turn achieve good pro-
ceeds for the investors in this sector. Moreover,
movement of the transportation from place of
the accommodation to place of the Festival mul-
tiplies price of the transportation. In addition,
the festivals freshen the economic movement,
especially in season of the leave, to which many
tourists come in crowds to Taif from inside or
outside the Kingdom, to spend their summer va-
cation in wonderful moderate weather and this
is appropriate time to hold such festivals, due
to large number of the holidaymakers. Further-
more, it is expected that Crown Prince Camel
Festival will bring proceeds exceeding 2 billion
riyals, because the festivals and events similar to
it and the activities associated with it add signif-
icant financial support to the local product, es-
pecially if they are organized well and if efforts
of the government departments and bodies are

integrated, including General Entertainment Au-



belief.

Completion of project of the city will motivate
the investors to provide more investments in
specific projects supporting the tourism and
achieving the fruitful revenues. In addition, com-
pletion of Okaz City will support contribution of
the Tourist Sector to the gross domestic product
and will enhance economy of the governorate
and contribute directly to create the job vacan-
cies and small investment opportunities.

As for Crown Prince Festival, it will contribute
to attract large numbers of the participants and
followers that constitute mass support for econ-
omy of the governorate through the expenditure
in sector of the accommodation, marketing and
foods.

Advisor of the economic development and gov-
ernance, Dr. Nouf bent Abdul Aziz Al Ghamdi
said: “the recent numbers issued by the tourist
movement in the Kingdom refer to many indi-
cations, and most important of them is that the
tourist strategy included within “Kingdom Vision
2030” achieve a qualitative leap in short time
period and that proceeds of this tourism are in-
cluded directly in development bath and that the
tourist path deepens its strength in the national
arena and that finally, the tourism industry will
be strong tributary for the national proceeds as a
whole. This sector has already occupied consid-
erable status within “Kingdom Vision” for many
reasons and the most important reason is that
Saudi Arabia has significant and strong tourist
powers, and the Kingdom is also distinguished
by its diversity in the beaches and archeologi-
cal areas, not to mention the highlands and the
similar touristic sites that attract both the Saudis
and foreigners, in addition to the peace and se-

curity available in all over the Kingdom, i.e. char-

acterizations of the tourism in the Kingdom are
integrated and comprehensive.

Therefore, amount of tourist expenditure in
provinces of the Kingdom reaching 46.3 billion
riyals in the last year interprets reality of the ac-
celerated development and advancement in this
sector, where the tourist journeys increase very
significantly and there are tourist places that are
newly included within this market, which also
contributed to increase level of tourism income.
Maoreover, the expectations refer to other new
leaps for the tourism in the few coming years,
where there are many major projects that are
still under construction and these project not
only attract the local tourist, but they also target
the foreign tourist, not to mention the foreigner
immigrants that live and work in the Kingdom
and they represent semi-local segment too.
Kingdom Vision is interested in this side, not only
through the expenditure on the tourist areas or
these areas that represents international tourist
stock, but also through facilitating the proce-
dures pertaining to the tourism. In addition, the
general strategy in this field could attract foreign
investors to different tourist fields in Saudi Ara-
bia, which confirms again the enormous Saudi

capabilities in this field, besides the economic



lage — Sada Al Bid.

Through this Issue launched by Al Taif Maga-
zine in conjunction with this season, we shed
the light on Taif from various elements, the
most important of them are the economic
media and tourist elements, where the
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financial and hanklng adwsnr, Mr.

mented saying that: “seasons
of the provinces and gover- . |
. norates started to form in |'
5 positive manner that sup- '.
ports the tourist and com- \
mercial activities enhancing
the aggregate economics and
economy of the provinces spe-
cifically. Allah granted the Kingdom
many blessings, including the unique geo-
graphical, environmental climatic diversity,
: which enabled it to create unigue diversity in
: its tourist seasons, and | focus on Taif Season
that will witness qualitative shift in this year,
especially trough programs of combination of
. the cultural, tourist and commercial activities
: to form integrated developmental system and
unique tourist destination.
There is no disagreement on importance of
the seasons with their events in order to ac-
tivate the tourist and commercial movement
and to enhance economy of the Governorate,
therefore | confirm that Taif Season will con-
tribute to increase the commercial activities
and achieve for the Governorate economic
growth associated with period of the season
: in the short term, however sustainable re-
quirements of the season will stimulate the
economy and contribute to flow specific in-

. vestments especially in the Tourism Sector.

On the other hand, the season will contribute
to attract the tourists and nationalize the local
tourism, which increases efficiency of the con-
sumption and tourist expenditure that will re-
main inside economy of the Governorate. From
another side, there are sustainable re-
guirements for establishment of the
: tourist seasons, including com-
“\_\ pletion of the infrastructures.
\ '\ 1 think that Taif Season will
' '| contribute a important ba-
f | sic element to complete the
' | infrastructure enhancing the
touristic activities, including
the airport, and completion of
New Taif City involving Okaz Mar-
ket that is deemed as one of the most
important components of the touristic season.
The ambitious projects starts with an idea, and
the high buildings starts with a brick and I thing
that Okaz Market is deemed as the first brick in
Tourist Development Project in Taif that suffered
from slowness of the movement and weakness
of the projects for decades for financial bureau-
crat reasons despite the great efforts made by
Emirate of Makkah Province and Saudi Commis-
sion for Tourism and National Heritage.
In accordance with the initial numbers, it is ex-
pected that the total investment for establish-
ment of (Okas City) amount to 3.7 billion riyals,
where the approved government investments
amounts to 815 million riyals, i.e. 23% of the to-
tal investments, in the same time, in which the
private sector will provide approximately 1800
million riyals. Expenditure of approximately 815
million riyals will contribute to attract invest-
ments of the private sector that will exceed sig-

nificantly the initial numbers, according to my



dination with all the competent bodies.
Moreover, Saudi Seasons 2019 Initiative falls
within the programs that aims to improve level
of quality life for the citizens and to build vital
society, where Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is full
of many important touristic elements, including
the scenic natural views, genuine Arabic Culture,
ancient historical sites, developed infrastructure
and this will contribute to increase amount of ex-
penditure at the internal level, and to enhance
the economic activity and support of the sectors
associated with the tourism.

In this framework, people and visitors of Taif

Governorate waits the bigger event at level of
the Governorate, where some people deems this
event as quantum leap in history of the gover-
norate, whose areais about 13840 km® represent-
ing 9.72% of area of Makkah Province. This sea-
son is important due to the programs and events
that have been announced within this season
and will last for period of one month starting
from 1 August, where 70 events targeting all seg-
ments of society, including people and visitors of
the Governorate will be held and there will be
main destinations, namely Crown Prince Camel
Festival - Okaz Market - Dar Al Ward Heritage Vil-
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Expenditure of the tourism reached 8.9 :
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Mohammed Al Malki — Al Taif Magazme

Within series of Saudi Seasons 2019 Initiative

that aims to convert the Kingdom to one of the
most important tourist destinations in the world
through number of the major events and unique
: tourist experiences full of forms of the delecta-
tion and delight continuous throughout the year
in cities, governorates and provinces of the King-

: dom, to discover rootage ancient history and

unique culture of Saudi Arabia and magic of its

amazing nature with diversity of it.

: Saudi Seasons 2019 Initiative is deemed yield of

. effort of many government bodies that worked

to launch this Initiative since 2018 under lead-
ership of high committee presided by His Royal
Highness, Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al 5aud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense, chairman of the
Council for Economic and Development Affairs
and chairman of Events Committee — may Allah
protect him — and these government bodies in-
clude Ministry of Culture, General Entertainment
Authority, Saudi Commission for Tourism & Na-
tional Heritage, General Sports Authority, Gener-
al Exhibition and Conferences Authority in coor-
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